Calligraphy by Correspondence Lesson 3 Part 1

The purpose of this lesson is to enable you to perfect your lettering of
the Italic alphabet. These pages are used along with chapter 6. The
pages for chapter 7 will follow once you have completed these pages.

Your calligraphicskills will unprove in
f/ direct proportion to the practice you devote to
G, thom-:FHowevers it is the quality of the prac-
2 tice,and not the amounc of time spentywhich
- produces the resules -+ Use the ideas present- €3
ed here to increase the effectiveness of your practice -

T hirty minutes of practice daily is of more value
than long practice sessions weekly = A good way to
incorporate practice into your schedule is to carry
your fountain pen with you at all times and use
vour calligraphy ar every opportunicy - Become a
‘calligraptuc doodler>:

CAs you practice, strive to perfect your calligraphy
according ro the ‘5-5 crireria:

1. STROKE ~ the most important thing to acquire is
a smooth stroke whuch has the appearance of
strengrh and confidence <+ Shakey strokes appear
weak and uncertain-s
2.SHAPE —letters should be accurately formed -
3. SLANT — the angle which the downstrokes of
the letters create in velation to the writing line
should be constant-=
4. S1ZE ~letrers should be uniform in sizes:
5.SPACING - spacing between lecters and words

should look even -




Read pages 65 and 66 about STROKES. Make certain that you understand
this section compLeteLg‘

Remember: Stroke is so important that even if you do ever thing else per-
fectLg but your stroke is poorLy done, your caLLigmphy will never Loo[
right. On the other hand if your stroke is strong and smooth and your pen
angle is correct, the other things about your letters may not be what they
should be, and your calligraphy can still look really good.

When you practice, think about your stroke. Strive to make the strokes
smooth and confident and to keep your pen angled correctly.

Next, read pages 66—68. Again, make certain that you understand every-
thing‘

Check a sample of your own work using the 5-S formula.

Jump to page 72 and read about the common errors. Pay close attention to
the examples. Do you make any of these mistakes?

Then go back to page 68 and read about Ttalic handwriting—which is the

best way to practice.

The remaining pages in this packet are the practice sheets for chapter 6.
The correct pen nib for these exercises is the medium nib.

1f you run into any problems, please send me an e-mail and we will come
up with a solution.

#appy calligraphy-ing!



Italic Handwriting Practice
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Trace at the top. Copy in the empty space below.
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Guide lines for spiral writing






